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����&��$#������%�1�  Mae West once said, “It is better to be 
looked over than to be overlooked.” Well, in 
looking over the financial performance of the 
last two months, we are looking good. 

 I am living on the idea that you read the 
letter that we were short and you sent money. 
At the time the budget was floundering, and 
you were generous in your response. Wow!  

 We are not out of the woods, but we can 
see the open fields just beyond the edge of the 
forest. 

 Recently, I was reminded that we are mis-
sionaries in our churches and in the world. It is 
sometimes hard to catch on to the idea that we 
are walking with a spark of hope in Christ for 
the world. We are called to pass on this hope 
to others. 

 One of the problems that plagues churches 
in the US is the detachment between our faith 
and our exercising the faith in the world. 
There are surveys and articles supporting this 
divide between what we say we will do and 
what we actually do. Even the Apostle Paul 
addresses his own failures of “wanting to do 
good, but not doing the good he knows he 
should do.” (Romans 7:14-24) 

 There are two theological concepts that 
describe the problem. Justification, one of the 
theological terms, is a twin to sanctification, 

the other term. Justification is 
coming into a relationship with 
Christ on the basis of what Christ 
has done for us through the cross. 
Sanctification is that on-going 
process of growing to be like 
Christ and exercising faith in our every day 
life. Another word for sanctification would be 
discipleship. These twins live together health-
ily when we walk our talk. Too often church 
people have walked away from their talk. In 
responding you have demonstrated a willing-
ness to respond to the needs of our family of 
faith. Thank you. 

 A church is a messy place. In fact, I have 
an acquaintance who calls people in the 
church to messy spirituality. He says that the 
Spirit of God works despite our ability to mess 
things up. God’s Spirit works in the midst of 
life… whether it be messy diapers, arguments, 
boring meetings, or whatever. God is always 
there. 

 For me God is there in your gift of hope to 
our family efforts of working through our 
messes to become missionaries in a messy 
world. 

 Warmly,  
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August 1 1 John 1:10 Our Handicapped Life: Inspired 
August 8 1 Corinthians 9:15-27 Our Handicapped Life: Challenged 
August 15 Daniel 6:15-24 Our Handicapped Life: Reality  
August 22 Hebrews 11:1-4 Our Handicapped Life: Sight 
August 29 Judges 6:11-13 Our Handicapped Life: Expectations 
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�&���!���"�#$$�%�%$� Respectfully submitted, 

Sally Moore, clerk pro tem 

�� The church trustees were authorized to set up a brokerage account to accept 
gifts of stock and to enter into loan agreements with individuals that might 
want to make loans to the church.  

�� Memorials Committee will be using donated gifts to improve our play-
ground.  The area will be leveled, curbed and filled with chips.  A new side-
walk will be poured and the old fence and shrubs removed.  

�� CE reports that 80+ kids and 20 workers had a great time at VBS.  

�� Committees of Session and other church groups will take monthly turns to fill 
Coffee Hour responsibilities. 
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Anticipated Receipts toward 
budgeted expenses this 
month $17,067 

Actual Receipts this 
month for budget 
 $14,020 

Expenses this month 
 
 $18,645 

Anticipated Receipts toward 
budgeted expenses year-to-
date $102,402 

Actual Receipts 
year-to-date 
 $101,243 

Expenses year-to-date 
 
 $100,752 

����������

Nampa First United Presbyterian Church 
Purpose Statement 

 
To bring people together to love and magnify God 
through worship, to minister to the needs of all His 
children, to fellowship in God's family, to spread the 
Good News, and to develop people to Christ-like 
maturity for their mission in the world. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cindy Larimer, Secretary 

�� Treasurer’s Report for June — Beginning balance: $834.17. Disbursements: 
Hope House $100, The Salvation Army $50, Adopt-A-Senior $160, Shelter 
Meal $19.02. Deposits: $250.00. Ending balance: $775.15. 

�� Next meeting will be Monday, September 13. 
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 As of this writing we have a lovely concrete slab 
that will literally support lots of great activities and 
projects in the future of this congregation. The pro-
ject is going smoothly under the watchful eye of 
supervisor Gil. He has worked hard to avoid incon-
veniencing us and to keep the property cleaned up 
and as green as possible. The temporary wall was nec-
essary to assure the two floors came out level.  

     Giving picked up considerately after ground 
breaking and there are rumors of future gifts. 

     A big fundraising sale is being planned for 
September 11. Please save good things you might 
want to donate for this cause. Also plan to be a 
part of the workers necessary to make it a huge 

success. 
Sally Moore 

2��$�&1��  7����4 +�� 44���# %+�
 Summer is a busy time. To help fill in cof-
fee hours when we do not have a host, the 
worship committee is asking all you bakers to 
help us out by baking cookies that can be fro-
zen and used when needed. If you are willing 

to help please bring cookies and leave on the 
back table on Sundays and committee mem-
bers can take care of making sure they get 
into the freezer. Also frozen juice would be 
greatly appreciated. 

*���+���(�
 Summer is passing quickly and many are taking 
wonderful trips and vacations. More than 80 kids and 
about 20 volunteers enjoyed a trip to the rainforest for 
Vacation Bible School. Our church was transformed 
with bright colors, vines and palm trees into an exciting 
place to explore and learn about the teachings of Jesus. 
We were truly blessed with a safe week for all of the 
kids. Our blessings continued as we had 10 adults and 
10 of our own youth working all week to create a 
memorable experience for the kids. 

 Vacation Bible School could not take place without 
the help of so many people. A great big thank you goes 
to all of those who helped create and decorate the 

church prior to VBS. 
Thanks to everyone who 
prayed for the safety of our 
kids and the teachings of 
our volunteers. Thanks to 
all those who donated items 
that were used for crafts. 

Thanks to all who helped prepare the projects for the 
kids. Thanks to all who made snacks and delivered 
them through the week for our volunteers. In addition, 
thank you to those individuals who made monetary do-
nations for VBS. Your funding allowed us to purchase 
some props we will continue to use in the future and to 
purchase rolls of colored butcher paper for later use. A 
special thank you to Phyllis in the office for helping us 
with our daily printing needs. Many individuals worked 
together to pull off this great week, many during the 
week, but so many that were not seen. Your talents and 
gifts are truly appreciated. 

 Since we had more than ten 
of our own youth volunteer 
during VBS, it was decided that 
the mission dollars collected 
during VBS would go towards 
future leadership training and 
mission work projects that our 
youth may take part in. Donations came in at just over 
$400; what a wonderful way to support future work of 
our youth. 

 Some of you wonder where the kids attending come 
from. This project is an outreach to our community. 
Approximately 30% of the kids attending VBS are 
regular attendees of our church. Of the remaining kids, 
about half claim another church in our area as their 
home church, while the remaining do not list a home 
church. Many of these kids have attended our VBS pro-
gram for 4-6 years. It is our plan to invite these children 
back to our church when our Sunday School programs 
begin in the fall. Some of our current families were first 
introduced to this church through Vacation Bible 
School. 

 Thank you for your continued support in the efforts 
of Christian Education. If you would like to join a great 
committee working for the education of our youth, 
please contact Paul Anderson or Rona Peterson. We 
would love to have your input and share in the vision of 
the future. 

Faithfully,  
Rona Peterson and Paul Anderson 



8/02 John Wulf 
8/03 Larry Green 
8/07 Janis Batey 
8/07 Lori Ober 
8/07 Brenda Takatori 
8/09 Vivian Potter 
8/11 Darlene Lance 
8/11 Catherine Schamber 
8/12 Manny Guzman 
8/12 Gene Rutan 
8/13 Elaine Woodard 
8/16 Danny Barrett 
8/17 Edward Swanson 
8/18 Gary Eller 

8/19 Phil Durfee 
8/19 Tiffany Neely 
8/20 Wendy Coons 
8/20 Louise Thomas 
8/21 Dottie Christensen 
8/21 Mert Drorbaugh 
8/21 Steve Watkins 
8/23 Jennifer Thompson 
8/23 Norma Thorsen 
8/24 Shirley Carl 
8/26 Gussie Choat 
8/29 Jo'an Bachman 
8/30 John Krommenhoek 
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 Motivational speaker and author Dale Carnegie 
once told of a woman who worked with some church 
friends on a self-improvement program. After one 
meeting, she went home and asked her husband how 
she could be a better person, particularly as a wife. 

 The husband told her he’d think about it and 
provide an answer the next day. While pondering his 
wife’s request, the man realized he could offer a few 

suggestions. But he also could think of a thousand self-
improvement ideas for himself. 

 The next morning, the man ordered some roses. 
He had them sent to his wife with an uplifting note that 
read, “I love you just the way you are.” After that, the 
couple’s personal shortcomings seemed quite small in 
the face of their steadfast love for one another. 

The Newsletter Newsletter 

What I want is, not to possess a faith, but to 
have a faith that shall possess me. 

-Charles Kingsley, The Newsletter Newsletter 
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then there have been some 
300 amendments.  The new 
Form of Government is 
shorter and provides a flexi-
bility that our current consti-
tution does not allow.  At the same time it keeps 
the functioning of our presbytery and congrega-
tions essentially unchanged. 

�� New wording in the constitutional provisions re-
garding ordination.  The proposed wording “gives 
ordaining or installing governing bodies the re-
sponsibility of determining if candidates meet the 
standards for office.  Candidates would be exam-
ined based on calling, gifts, preparation and suit-
ability.  Governing bodies – guided by Scripture 
and the confessions – would also determine candi-

(Continued on page 6) 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

 The 219th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) met in Minneapolis beginning July 3 
and ending July 10.  Commissioners and Advisory 
Delegates dealt with many items of business beginning 
with the election of a new Moderator and ending with 
financial matters that set budgets for the P.C.(U.S.A.) 
for the next two years.  Between those items of busi-
ness a number of other things took place. 

 The Assembly, through the work of 19 committees, 
heard reports and voted to approve or to pass along to 
the presbyteries various proposed amendments to our 
constitution.  Included are: 

�� A new Form of Government.  The current Book of 
Order was established in 1983 when the former 
United Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the Pres-
byterian Church in the U.S. were reunited.  Since 

8/01 Tom & Jean Borer 
8/05 Jack & Betty Baker 
8/07 Paul & Shawna Anderson 
8/08/87 Roger & Miriam Haylett 
8/12/72 Ron & Phyllis Tincher 
8/13/88 Scott & Wendy Hamilton 
8/14/99 Mark & Cindy Dion 
8/15 Don & Yvonne Miller 
8/18 Don & Joy Tuckness 
8/19/09 Mark & Andrea Link 
8/25/56 Ronald & Nancy Howell 
8/25/72 Tom & Pat Cole 
8/25/90 Tom & Stefanie Crowley 
8/26/49 Bud & Pat Bennett 
8/26/61 Frank & Betty Wilson 
8/26/67 Ron & Yvonne Zolin 
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     In his book Dangerous Wonder, 
the late youth-ministry pioneer Mike 
Yaconelli debunks the idea that 
Christianity is “all about coloring 
within the lines and coloring well.” 
He writes: “God’s grace is so out-
side the lines of our understanding 

that we can only stand in awe and wonder. Christianity 
is not about learning how to live within the lines; 
Christianity is about the joy of coloring. The grace of 

God is preposterous enough to accept as beautiful a 
coloring that anyone else would reject as ugly.  

 “The grace of God sees beyond the scribbling to the 
heart of the scribbler — a scribbler who is similar to 
two thieves who hung on crosses on either side of Je-
sus. One of the two asked Jesus to please accept his 
scribbled and sloppy life into the kingdom of God … 
and he did. Preposterous. And very good news for the 
rest of us scribblers.” 

The Newsletter Newsletter 
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 Spirit-minded souls, Paul would say, will find the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit within: “love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23, NRSV). 

The Newsletter Newsletter 

 No one ever struggled more to find inner unity and, 
thus, real life than St. Paul. In chapter 8 of his letter to 
the Romans, Paul testified: “those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace” (Romans 8:5-6, 
NRSV). 

���(��'(+ -��� '� ��5����"#$�
 Bob Donald of the Nampa Lions Club has 
offered to recycle used glasses for us. A basket 

for your donations has been placed on top of 
the officers’ boxes outside the church office. 

� &5��( ��+4%��2 +&�
 The Bible contains about 800,000 words, depending 
on the translation. This is about four times as many 
words as are found in a book of average length.  

 Although the Bible is so long and deals with the 
greatest themes that can engage the human mind, its 
vocabulary is singularly limited. It uses only 6,000 dif-
ferent words, a very small number compared to the 
20,000 words that Shakespeare employed while writing 
his plays.  

 Not only is the Bible’s 
vocabulary limited, but the 
average word in it contains 
only five letters. However, many of these short words 
are full of the deepest meanings and are worthy of ear-
nest study. For example, consider these five-letter 
words: grace, peace, faith, saved, serve, glory and Je-
sus. 

The Newsletter Newsletter 
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 Considering that 76 percent of Ameri-
cans identify themselves as Christians, 
movie-makers would do well to lift up such 
values as honesty, truthfulness, justice and 
love of God and neighbor. And we would do well to 
support these efforts. 

The Newsletter Newsletter 

 Ted Baehr, a Christian who monitors moral content 
in media, discovered that films containing a strong 
moral and ethical worldview make more money than 
films that don’t. On average, films that reflect Christian 
faith and values averaged $75.6 million, while those 
with lower standards recouped only $26.9 million. 
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dates’ ability and commitment to fulfilling require-
ments stated in the constitutional questions for or-
dination and installation.” (from General Assembly 
News, Wed. July 7, 2010) 

�� A request for congregational and presbytery study 
on marriage.  The Assembly did not vote to change 
the definition of marriage from “man and woman” 
to “two persons” as the committee had recom-
mended.  They voted to send the majority and mi-
nority reports of the special committee appointed 
by the Moderator of the 218th General Assembly to 
the larger church for further study.  Current provi-
sions in the church’s constitution remain in place. 

�� The creation of a commission that will work with 
middle governing bodies (Synods and Presbyteries) 
on the unique issues these bodies confront.  This 
may, in some instances, include boundary realign-
ment or restructuring or elimination of specific 
middle governing bodies. 

 There were other business items before the Assem-
bly including the inclusion of a new confession – The 
Belhar Confession – written in 1986, out of South Af-
rica and denouncing apartheid and all other actions that 
divide or separate God’s people; a special committee to 
continue a revision of the Heidelberg Confession; the 
creation of a Collegiate Ministries office; calls for the 
denouncement of violence against women, fair sentenc-
ing laws for criminal convictions; statements about pro-
tection of coastal wetlands including the creation of 
educational programs on this stewardship topic. 

 The 219th General Assembly was not merely about 
business.  It was an opportunity for Presbyterians to 

(Continued from page 4) gather for worship and fellowship.  The Scripture 
theme of this Assembly is from John 7:38 “Out of the 
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”  Wor-
ship was an opportunity to hear God’s word before be-
ginning the work of the day.  The Assembly was an 
opportunity to fellowship with colleagues in ministry 
around the world.  Those of us in ministry find G.A. to 
be a time to catch up with those in presbyteries we have 
served and our seminary classmates.  We connect with 
the staff in the Stated Clerk’s office and the various 
denominational entities. 

 So what happens next?  The proposed changes to 
our constitution – the Book of Confessions and/or the 
Book of Order – will next go to the 173 presbyteries in 
the P.C.(U.S.A.) for their discussion and vote.  Boise 
Presbytery will consider and vote on these proposals in 
April 2011.  We will be sponsoring opportunities to 
learn more about them and to discuss them prior to tak-
ing our vote.  The proposals to change must be ratified 
by 2/3 of the presbyteries in order to change our consti-
tution.  By June of 2011 we will know if changes to our 
constitution will take place. 

 If you want to know more, you can read about the 
219th General Assembly at the web address 
www.ga219.pcusa.org or from the denominational 
website www.pcusa.org  (which has a new look!)  I 
also invite you to watch for dates when our presbytery 
holds its conversations about these topics.   

 May God bless you in your congregation’s ministry. 
Edward Dunn 

Boise Presbytery Executive 

Seen on a church signboard in northern Minnesota 
one summer: “Sure, you can worship God with a 
fishing pole in your hand, but when was the last 
time a walleye told you, ‘Your sins are forgiven’?” 

The Newsletter Newsletter 

David & Tammy Swanson 
8168 E Expedition Ct 
Nampa, ID  83687 
949-8511 

 
 Thank you so much for the delicious lunch you prepared for the family and friends of Don Fisher. 

Betty Fisher and family 

New email for Tiffany Neely: 
tiffneely@gmail.com 
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Answer: D (It’s first used in Mark 1:12, NRSV) 

Bible Quiz 
 Careful readers of Mark’s gospel will 
discover that the writer favored a certain 
word. It indicates how quickly certain 
events transpired. The word is found four 
times in the first chapter of Mark and 19 
more times in the remaining 15 chapters 
(NRSV).  

 Choose the correct word:. 

A. Momentarily 
B. Instantly 
C. Occasionally 
D. Immediately 
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June 20 ............................................... 122 
June 27 ............................................... 139 
July 4 .................................................. 143 
July 11 ................................................ 157 
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